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Call 2008 

OJ C 31, p.13 of  5 February 2008  

Call for proposals for modal shift, catalyst, 

motorways of the sea, traffic avoidance 

and common learning actions under the 

second Marco Polo Programme (European 

Parliament and Council Regulation (EC) 

No 1692/2006 (OJ L 328, 24.11.2006, p. 1) 

The deadline for submission of proposals is 

7 April 2008  
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The European Commission 

has released a comprehensive 

compilation of existing studies 

on external costs in the tran-

sport sector. This handbook, 

jointly prepared by several 

transport research institutes, 

summarises the state of the 

art as regards the valuation of 

external costs. The Commis-

sion intends to make use of 

the handbook as one element 

which prepares the communi-

cation on the internalisation 

of external costs for all modes 

of transport that is due in 

June 2008 and a proposal to 

revise the directive on the 

charging of heavy goods vehi-

cles. 

The handbook assembles best 

practice methods to estimate 

and monetize the external 

costs generated by transport 

activities. It concentrates on air 

pollution, noise, climate 

change, congestion and 

accidents in road tran-

sport which constitutes 

the overwhelming share 

of transport external 

costs, but it also considers 

other external costs and 

other modes of transport. 

It brings together the key 

parameters to apply these 

methods as well as exam-

ples of unit values per 

travelled distance accor-

ding to typical traffic situa-

tions, as for instance air 

pollution cost of a lorry in 

an urban area. The han-

dbook will help policy 

makers and other intere-

sted parties value external 

costs when developing 

policy measures for inter-

nalisation. It shows that 

external costs depend 

strongly on parameters 

like vehicle characteristics 

(EURO standards), location 

(urban or interurban) and 

the period of time (peak, 

off-peak and night time). 

The handbook was compi-

led by a consortium of re-

search institutes from diffe-

rent countries and its con-

tent commits solely their 

authors. This release is part 

of the process launched by 

the Commission to prepare 

a communication on a stra-

tegy for the stepwise inte-

gration of the external 

costs into the price to be 

paid for transport services, 

as requested under the 

directive on the charging 

for heavy goods vehicles. 

As part of this process, 

technical workshops were 

held with industry repre-

sentatives, environmental 

organisations and scientific 

experts. 

The pre-

liminary 

f indings 

of this 

handbo-

ok were subject to a peer 

review by scientific experts 

from member States. In paral-

lel, a broad public consultation 

was organised by the Com-

mission services on possible 

ways to internalise these e-

xternal costs. The results of 

this public consultation, which 

ended in December 2007, will 

be presented and discussed at 

a High Level stakeholders' 

conference on 31.1.2008 with 

the participation of Commis-

sion Vice-President Jacques 

Barrot.  
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òExternal costs" in transport: Commission prepares the 

ground for efficient and fair pricing of transport services  

The MARCO POLO II Programme  

(2007-2013) 

News 

òExternal costs" in tran-

sport  

The MARCO POLO II 

Programme  

Green transport is wan-

ted  

Eco-Mode fuels savings 

at TPE  

Making the polluter pay  

Railion and Green Car-

go create rail joint ven-

ture for Scandinavia  

On 15th July 2004 the Commission 

presented a proposal COM (2004) 

478 to establish a second, signifi-

cantly expanded "Marco Polo" pro-

gramme from 2007 onwards. Rel-

ying on the proven mechanisms of 

the current programme, Marco 

Polo II includes new actions such as 

motorways of the sea and traffic 

avoidance measures. The program-

me, which will have a budget of 

û400 million for 2007-2013, has 

been extended to countries borde-

ring the EU. The Commission esti-

mates that every  û1 in grants to 

Marco Polo will generate at least 

û6 in social and environmental be-

nefits. 

Co-modality: an intermodal key 

to sustain green logistics  

Valencia, 6-7 March 2008  
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Rail has been regaining a gro-

wing share of the market in 

recent years. A number of fac-

tors have contributed to this, 

including the ecnological advan-

tages of transport by train.  

Rail has long been the most promi-

sing form of transport in terms of 

environment protection and clima-

te change. Nevertheless, until 

recently it has been losing market 

share year by year, especially to 

road haulage, which is far more 

harmful to the eco system. Now a 

reversal of the trends appears to 

be insight. Railfreight compagnie in 

Germany, for example, reported a 

12,1% jump in traffic volumes 

(tkm) in 2006, compared with the 

year before (or +9,5% form Ja-

nuary to September 2007). Trucking 

volumes in the same period rose by 

only 6,4% and railõs modal split in the 

country increate to 17,3%. 

There are many reasons for this, but 

environmental concerns are an im-

portant factor in choosing rail tran-

sport, according to initial results from 

a survey conducted by Germanyõs 

Association Materials Mangement, 

Purchasing and Logistics (AMMPL) last 

year. The poll was taken by Professor 

Paul Wittenbrink of the University of 

Cooperative Education Loerrach 

(Germany), who gathered the infor-

mation on òCO2 and the modal splitó 

from 170 compagnie in trade and 

industry. Some interesting figures 

emerged. He found that 67% of the 

compagnie surveyed cited ecological 

reasons for choosing rail in 

the logn term. This came out 

distinctly ahead of the other 

reasons given, which were 

high performance caspability (52%), 

more time load and upload the wa-

gons (33%), logisitics advantages 

(23%), a good price-performance 

ratio (21%), and flexibility (17%). 

Buth there are also other reasons 

that are making rail increasingly 

attractive. A ready example is the 

introduction of road tolls in various 

countries like Germany, Switzerland 

and Austria. These have of course 

indirectly (although often delibera-

tely) led to a shift to more environ-

ment-friendly options such trains and 

ships. 

Another change which has had a 

positive effect on rail transport 

is the liberalisation of the Euro-

pean railway sector. This has 

led to more competition be-

tween railfraeight compagnie (as 

in the trans-Alpine services), 

which has resulted in considera-

ble improvements to quality and 

price-performance ratios. It is 

also a consequence of the increa-

sing internaitonalisation of rail-

ways, which are responding bet-

ter to the demands pf freight 

flows (by offering lucrative hinter-

land connections, for example). 
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EUROPEAN Commission Vice-

President Jacques Barrot em-

phasised the need for modal 

shift if the transport sector is to 

play its part in tackling climate 

change, when he addressed a 

Unife seminar on sustainable 

transport in Brussels on January 

22. 

Barrot confirmed that the 

Commission will be bringing 

forward proposals by June to 

revise the Eurovignette Directi-

ve, which allows member states 

to levy charges on lorries using 

designated trans-European 

roads but does not currently 

require them to do so. Unife 

Chairman André Navarri said 

the revision offered 'a unique 

opportunity' for the EU to 

strengthen its commitment to 

sustainable transport. 'Today, 

more than ever, we need a 

framework for the internalisa-

tion of external costs, reflecting 

the òpolluter paysó principle. 

Costs such as congestion, acci-

dents, noise, global warming 

and air pollution, are not incor-

porated into the price for mo-

bility.'Politicans are inevitably 

concerned that rebalancing tran-

sport costs could have a negative 

impact on their respective coun-

tries and regions in terms of 

global competitiveness. But Na-

varri pointed out that 'the Swiss 

distance-based toll has the hi-

ghest per-km charge in Europe, 

which covers all roads in the 

country. Yet this has not preven-

ted Switzerland from becoming 

the most competitive economy 

in the world in 2006-07. At a 

time when issues such as tran-

sport growth, capacity and envi-

ronmental degradation are on 

the table, rail is the only credible 

mode which can sufficiently, 

effectively and sustainably deliver 

21st century mobility.' 

But the rail sector cannot simply 

wait for others to provide the 

mythical 'level playing field'. Eu-

rope's railways still have much to 

do to put their own house in 

order, improving efficiency, relia-

bility and competitiveness, as 

well as looking at their own 

environmental impact as we 

reported last month (RG 1.08 

p25). 
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Making the polluter pay  

TRANSPENNINE EXPRESS and 

Siemens Transportation Systems 

are extending their Eco-Mode 

programme, which was launched 

in July to improve the environ-

mental credentials of the UK 

train operating company's 51-

strong fleet of Class 185 Desiro 

DMUs. 

Eco-Mode focuses on reducing 

fuel consumption by encouraging 

drivers to adopt more efficient 

driving techniques, analysing fuel 

consumption against the gradient 

and speed profiles of routes co-

vered by the Class 185s. TPE says 

this has already reduced fuel 

consumption by 7% and reduced 

engine running time by 80 min 

per vehicle per day, equivalent to 

1Ķ8 million litres of fuel per year. 

The three-car sets have all vehi-

cles powered by a 750 hp Cum-

mins QSK19 underfloor engine. 

Empty stock movements are 

routinely undertaken on a single 

engine, and gradient modelling of 

the TPE network has enabled 

Siemens engineers to develop a 

'route map' for drivers showing 

where schedules can be maintai-

ned with the use of only two 

engines. 

An automatic shutdown feature 

for use at depots and stabling 

points has been introduced, as 

TPE Engineering Director Nick 

Donovan acknowledges that the 

QSK19 power unit 'does not like 

idling'. TPE is to step up its driver 

training this month in the search 

for further gains.  

Donovan suggests that the 

operator faces a cultural challen-

ge as much a technical one, get-

ting the drivers to trust the Class 

185 to start from cold rather 

than leaving units to idle for long 

periods when not in revenue 

service. 'We said that if they 

could trust their car to start from 

cold in the morning, they could 

trust the 185 too', he comments. 

Siemens is working on an algo-

rithm that will enable one of the 

three engines to be shut down 

automatically whilst running over 

pre-defined sections of line, such 

as the steeply-graded descent 

from Standedge Tunnel to Stal-

ybridge. However, the drivers 

would still have a manual overri-

de. A cab display will show fuel 

usage, helping the drivers to see 

how changes in driving technique 

translate into fuel savings. 

TPE believes fuel consumption 

could be cut by as much as 20% 

when the Eco-Mode programme 

is fully implemented. 

Eco-Mode fuels savings at TPE  
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23-28 September 2008  

Berlin 
Messegelände Berlin 
www.messe-berlin.com 

 

17-19 June 2008 

Amsterdam 
Amsterdam RAI 

www.tocevents-europe.com 

11-14 March 2008  

Paris 
Paris Nord Villepinte - Hall 5, 

www.salon-sitl.com 

11-12 March 2008  

The future of European Rail 
Amsterdam 

www.marketforce.eu.com/eurail/  

9-11 June 2008 

Via Nordica 
Helsinki 

www.vianordica2008.fi 

20-21 May 2008 

Rail in Central and Eastern Europe 
Prague 

www.marketforce.eu.com/ceerail  
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More performance and bet-

ter quality for rail transport 

services on the Scandina-

vian ð German corridor Å 

Introduction of new multi -

system locomotives  

 

Railion, the rail freight car-

rier  of Deutsche Bahn AG, and 

the Swedish rail freight company 

Green Cargo founded a joint rail 

production company for Scandi-

navia today in Frankfurt am 

Main. The joint venture will be 

based in Denmark and named 

Railion Scandinavia A/S. The aim 

is to streamline rail freight servi-

ces between Scandinavia and 

Central Europe and 

to make them more 

efficient by providing 

seamless cross-border 

services by establi-

shing a joint locomotive fleet. 

The creation of Railion Scandi-

navia A/S is the result of an 

intensive cooperation between 

Railion and Green Cargo that 

s t a r t e d  i n  2 0 0 6 .  

òOur rail services on the Scan-

dinavian corridor will be 

tightly linked between Green 

Cargoõs and RailionËs 

production system. This will 

lead to a long-term improve-

ment in service quality on the 

Swedish-German corridorò, 

explains Dr. Klaus Kremper, 

Chairman of the Management 

Board of Railion Deutschland 

A G .  

òThis joint venture provides 

Green Cargo with a competitive 

rail route to Central and Sou-

thern Europe. It will make us 

more reliable and enable us to 

take part in the growth on the 

North -South corridorò, says 

Sören Belin, CEO of Green 

Cargo. Around 80 percent of all 

rail freight shipments from Swe-

den travel to and through Ger-

m a n y  t o d a y .  

 

Railion Scandinavia A/S will 

soon operate single wagon 

transport services with high 

frequencies between the hubs 

of Malmö and Hamburg-

Maschen. The joint venture will 

also provide wagonload and 

intermodal transport services 

on behalf of the owners with 

direct services between mar-

shalling yards and terminals in 

Germany and Sweden. Railion 

Scandinavia A/S will also have 

operational responsibility for 

rail freight services to, from and 

w i t h i n  D e n m a r k . 

 

New Class 185 multi -system 

locomotives  are scheduled to 

go into operation starting this 

winter. Railion and Green Car-

go are jointly investing in 23 

new multi-frequency locomoti-

ves. The locomotives are provi-

ded with train control systems 

and security certificates for all 

three countries. The number of 

locomotive changes normally 

required at the borders will be 

significantly reduced. 
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Railion and Green Cargo create rail joint venture for Scandinavia  
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