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The European Commission has 

tabled its proposals for funding 

TEN-T projects for the period 

2007-2013. In selecting the pro-

jects, the Commission has given 

priority to cross-border projects 

and environmentally friendly 

modes such as inland waterways 

and rail. Following the publica-

tion of four calls for proposals, 

the Commission received 221 

project proposals. The support 

requested (more than ú 11.5 bil-

lion) largely exceeded the availa-

ble Community budget of ú 5.1 

billion.  

"The proposed decisions are a re-

sponse to the key challenge of tran-

sport and TEN policies. They will 

generate high added value for the 

EU and enhance the sustainability of 

transport in Europe" said Mr Jac-

ques Barrot, Vice-President of the 

Commission responsible for tran-

sport. 

The selection of projects is a 

clear expression of the Com-

mission's declared objective 

to concentrate available sup-

port, as far as possible, on 

critical cross-border sections. 

This is demonstrated by the 

overall share of works and 

studies on crossborder sec-

tions ð 56 % of total funding. 

The selected projects also 

meet the Commission's objec-

tives for the sustainable deve-

lopment of transport. The 

Commission proposes to give 

the maximum possible funding 

to projects in the inland wa-

terway sector. The total allo-

cation for these projects re-

presents 11.5 % of the overall 

resources available for the 30 

priority projects, while the 

share of rail is 74.2%. 

Among the projects receiving 

significant support are the 

high speed line between Lisbon 

and Madrid (Evora-Merida), the 

"Rail Baltica", studies for the 

"Trieste ð Divaľa" link between 

Slovenia and Italy, the Fehmarn 

Belt Fixed Rail/Road link, the 

Brenner and Mont Cenis tran-

salpine rail crossings, the Seine-

Scheldt inland waterway link 

and development of the Danu-

be River. Furthermore, the 

Commission has selected pro-

posals in the field of European 

Rail Traffic Management system 

(ERTMS), Intelligent Transport 

System (ITS) and Air Traffic 

Management (ATM). As well as 

the multi-annual programme, 

the Commission has also selec-

ted several projects for the 

Annual 2007 TEN-T program-

me. The annual Programme 

complements the multi-annual 

programme with a high degree 

of flexibility to meet new de-

mands, as a result of its annual 

nature. For the annual programme, 

the requested total support of ú 

945 million largely exceeded the 

available 112 million ú community 

funding. 

These proposed projects are now 

sent to the Member States and to 

the European Parliament. After the 

agreement of the TEN financing 

Committee, the European Parlia-

ment will exercise its scrutiny 

right. It is expected that the Com-

mission will adopt its final project 

funding decisions at the beginning 

of next year. 

For more information on the 

Trans-European Transport Ne-

tworks: 

http://ec.europa.eu/ten/transport/

index_en.htm 
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ONCE AGAIN, the European 

Commission is seeking to inject 

fresh impetus into rail freight 

services. The torrent of legislation 

that led to the full opening of the 

rail freight market in January 2007 

has brought modest success in 

some countries where tonnage is 

rising, but the Commission notes 

that rail's share of inland freight 

transport fell steadily in the 10 

years to 2005, levelling off at a-

round 17%. This clearly excludes 

the impact of full market-opening, 

but the Commission believes 

rightly that more needs to be 

done 'given the steady increase in 

the efficiency of road transport'. 

Hence the 'communication' 

entitled Towards a Rail Network 

Giving Priority to Freight, publi-

shed by DG Tren on October 

17. Forming part of a logistics 

package 'aimed at achieving grea-

ter efficiency and sustainability', 

the document proposes 'a series 

of financial and legislative measu-

res aimed at promoting the deve-

lopment of a European freight-

oriented rail network, corridor 

by corridor'. Taking the six desi-

gnated ERTMS corridors as a 

starting point, the Commission 

will propose a legal definition of a 

freight-oriented corridor structu-

re and set out the rules that apply 

to it, with each member  
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state expected to be participating 

in one corridor by 2012.  This will 

be followed by legislation requiring 

quality indicators for the corridor 

to be drawn up and published, 

with the option of applying manda-

tory technical characteristics. 

Further legislation on the alloca-

tion of train paths is envisaged, 

with the possibility that customers 

as well as operators will be able to 

request paths. To avoid freight 

being unfairly delayed after an 

incident causing disruption, stan-

dard rules on giving freight priority 

are anticipated. Legislation may 

also be introduced to ensure that 

access to terminals and yards is 

made easier for non-incumbents. 

Some of this is a response to the 

proposals put forward by the 

Community of European Railways, 

which had argued for investment in 

key corridors (RG 10.07 p606). Much 

could be achieved by increasing train 

lengths to 750 m and later to 1 500 

m, raising axleload limits to 22·5 

tonnes, lifting line speeds to 100 km/h 

and upping gross loads to 2 000 ton-

nes ñ all of which are envisaged. 

Perhaps most promising among the 

proposals is the idea of developing the 

management structure devised for the 

ERTMS corridors into a properly co-

ordinated body with direct responsi-

bility as a European Economic Interest 

Group (GEIE). The structures for 

corridors C and D already conform 

to these requirements, and prepara-

tions are being made to achieve GEIE 

status for corridors A and E. Com-

mon management may do more than 

technical measures such as ETCS to 

achieve improvements in punctuality, 

reliability, information management, 

productivity, average speed and 

flexibility ñ all listed by the Com-

mission as weaknesses of rail freight. 

The next step will be to set up a 

group of 12 to 15 individuals who 

the Commission 'will use for inspira-

tion when setting the Action Plans' 

for the logistics package, as Enrico 

Grillo-Pasquarelli, Director General 

for Inland Transport at DG Tren, 

told a meeting of the European 

Infrastructure Managers Associa-

tion on October 16. In the imme-

diate future a TEN-T Executive 

Agency is being set up to manage 

the TEN funding programme, 

while a two-year review of the 

TEN projects will begin in 2008. 

Next year will also see the Com-

mission start work on a 'recast' 

of the First Railway Package, and 

beyond that lies the development 

of a European Rail Technical 

Strategy. 
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Crossrail and DL Cargo to merge  

The Board of Directors and share-

holders of Crossrail and DLC today 

announced their intention to merge 

the two companies to form an 

integrated entity. The merger will 

create one of the leading indepen-

dent pan-European rail traction 

operators. The merged company 

will be co-owned by Babcock & 

Brown (ASX: BNB) and the DLC 

founders and it will operate under 

the Crossrail name and be based in 

Switzerland. The management of 

rail operations will be performed by 

the DLC founders. B&B will manage 

the financial and the strategic deve-

lopment of the new Crossrail.  

Paolo Alemanni, CEO of Crossrail 

said, òCrossrail and DLC have been 

operating trains jointly for just 10 

months but we share a common 

vision when discussing the future of 

Europeõs rail freight industry. We 

expect the merger to create a 

number of synergies, augmenting 

those that we have already realised 

through cooperation, creating a 

competitive and focused business 

that will fulfil the requirements 

requested by existing and poten-

t i a l  c l i e n t s . ó 

Jeroen Le Jeune, CEO of DLC 

added: òFor the first time ever, 

our current and future custo-

mers can go to a single private 

operator for services in Belgium, 

The Netherlands, Germany, 

Switzerland and Italy. This is a 

milestone for the European Rail 

industry where finally we are 

reaching a service without borders. ó 

Crossrail has been strategically repo-

sitioned since its acquisition by Ba-

bcock & Brown in 2006, and now 

offers pure rail traction services on 

the trans-Alpine corridor. Crossrail 

holds both Swiss and Italian train 

o p e r a t i n g  l i c e n c e s . 

DLC was incorporated in 2000 by 

Mr. Le Jeune and Mr. Dillen. DLC has 

been the first private company awar-

ded with a Belgian rail licence and is 

the first foreign private operator in 

the Netherlands running under its 

license in Belgium, The Netherlands 

and Germany. The successful growth 

of the company (10 fold from 2003) 

lies in its capacity to offer immediate 

direct action in case of delay, a 

management dedicated to key ac-

counts, higher average transfer spe-

eds and flexibility to manage changes 

i n  r o u t i n g  o r  v o l u m e s . 

This merger, once completed, will 

accelerate a joint strategy to exploit 

the next challenge in the industry, 

made possible by the development of 

interoperable locomotives. The two 

partners will strive for overcoming 

the national boundaries in cross-

border traffics with a new integrated 

and international organizational set-

up. With a core presence in the 

strongest North-South corridor (TEN 

24), the combined entity is well posi-

tioned to offer independent tailor 

made services and support the strong 

growth of the Intermodal Operators 

and large rail shippers. The company 

plans to invest further in the North-

South axes and develop an Eastern 

E u r o p e a n  c a p a b i l i t y . 

The merged Crossrail will deploy 

currently 37 mainline locomotives, 

growing to over 70 by 2009.  

Bernhard Kunz, Managing Director of 

Hupac Group, a market leading Euro-

pean Intermodal Operator expresses 

the need for supporting the private 

freight railway market now and in the 

future, \"The liberalisation of the 

European rail freight market is a rea-

lity. Hupac directs some of its busi-

ness to private rail freight traction 

compan ies  and  ra i l  market 

deregulation is an important process 

to improve competitiveness within 

the railway business. In crossing the 

Alps, as well as in East-West traffics, 

Hupac will support undertakings of 

the private rail freight traction compa-

nies as well as the incumbent rail-

w a y s . \ " 

Tim Duncan, Babcock & Brownõs 

representative and Chairman of Cros-

srail, said, òBabcock & Brown fully 

supports the development of private 

leaders in the European rail traction 

arena as a means to increase the 

modal split towards rail. In this 

regard, the proposed merger of 

DLC and Crossrail fits ideally 

within the continued roll-out of 

an expansive investment pro-

gramme by Babcock & Brown in 

key assets of the European freight 

supply chain (Terminals, harbours 

a n d  r o l l i n g  s t o c k ) . 

The growing presence of Babcock 

& Brown in the European port 

sector focused in particular along 

the main North- South freight 

corridor, through its Australian 

listed specialised infrastructure 

fund Babcock & Brown Infra-

structure (ASX: BBI\'), creates 

the right operating conditions for 

DLC-Crossrail to be involved in 

rail-based transportation to and 

from the ports and terminals 

owned by, or affiliated with, BBI.ó 

The executive directors of the 

new company will be Mr. Jeroen 

Le Jeune (Head of Business deve-

lopment and CEO); Mr. Ronny 

Dillen (Head of Operations) and 

Mr. Paolo Alemanni (Head of 

Finance). The Chairman of the 

Group will be Mr. Tim Duncan. 

Mr. Walter Finkbohner and Mr. 

Vincent Puttemans will serve on 

the Board to support the further 

development of the combined 

entity. The management of the 

two companies will be reconfir-

med in its duties under the new 

organization. 
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23-28 September 2008  

Berlin 
Messegelände Berlin 

www.messe-berlin.com 

 

17-19 June 2008 

Amsterdam 
Amsterdam RAI 
www.tocevents-europe.com 

 

6-4 December 2007  

Amsterdam 

Amsterdam RAI 
www.intermodal-events.com 

6-7 December 2007  

Rotterdam 
Rail Freight in EUrope 
www.europoint-bv.com/events/?betuweroute2007 
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7-9 February 2008  

Wien 
FERO 
www.feroforum.com/ 

10-11 December 2007  

Tanger - Morocco 
MEDLOG 2007 
http://www.med-log.org/ 

Main European funding programmes  

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html  

www.interreg4c.net 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/galileo/index.htm 

www.central2013.eu 

http://www.eventseye.com/fairs/trade_fair_event_1381.html##
http://www.europoint-bv.com/events/?betuweroute2007

