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The European Commission 
adopted today the orienta-

tion for the future EU tran-
sport policy. Mobility is es-

sential for Europeôs pro-
sperity and for free move-

ment of citizens. The nega-
tive impact of mobility in 

terms of energy use and 

environmental quality must 
be reduced. Next to actions 

foreseen in the 2001 White 
Paper, such as boosting 

rail and maritime connec-
tions for long distance 

freight transport, additio-
nal instruments will be ne-

ed ed  t o  ach iev e t h ese o-

bjectives. They include a 
freight logistics action 

plan; intelligent transport 
systems to make mobility 

greener and more efficient; 
a debate on how to change 

mobility of people in urban 
areas; an action plan to 

boost inland waterways; 

and an ambitious program-
me for green power in 

trucks and cars.  

Commission Vice President in charge 
of Transport, Jacques Barrot, said: 
òMobility is essential for free movement of 

European citizens and economic growth. 
The EU will continue to boost rail and 
waterways for long distance connections. 
We also need to step up our efforts to 

make road transport and aviation more 
efficient and greener. That is why I want 
to focus on logistics, green propulsion and 

intelligent transport systems which use the 

latest technologiesó. 

The orientations of the transport 
policy outlined in the review build 

upon the 2001 White Paper. They 
include actions to create a competitive 
European railway network through 

liberalisation, technological innovation 
and interoperability of equipment, 
investment in infrastructure and better 

market monitoring with a new score-
board from 2007 onwards. Motorways 
of the sea and short sea shipping need 

to be developed with an increased 

emphasis on landward connections. 
The European ports policy, which will 
be launched in 2007, will have as one 

of its goals increased investment within 
ports and towards the hinterland. 
Smart charging will contribute to a 

more rational use of infrastructure. 
The review announces a methodology 
as a basis for smart infrastructure 

charging by 2008. There is also a 

continuation of measures to 
improve security and safety in 
various modes. Measures must 

be stepped up to reach the 
target of halving the number of 
people killed on EU roads be-
tween 2001 and 2010. A Euro-

pean road safety day will be 
organised from 2007 onwards to 
raise awareness and an integra-

ted road safety approach will 
target vehicle design, infrastruc-
ture and driver behaviour. Pro-

tection of passenger rights must 
also be enhanced, most notably 
in all transport modes for people 

with limited mobility. The instru-
ments of the 2001 White Paper 
must be adapted to a new con-

text of an enlarged Europe, 
rising petrol prices, Kyoto com-
mitments and globalisation. A 
European sustainable mobility 

policy needs more policy tools 
to optimise the performance of 
each transport mode and their 

combined use. The Commission 
wants to adopt a logistics action 
plan in 2007 in order to create 

better synergies between road, 

sea, rail and river, and integrate 
various transport modes in 

logistics chains. This will give the 
industry a competitive edge but 
also diminish the environmental 

impact per unit of freight. The 
review puts an increased empha-
sis on intelligent transport 
systems. There is no reason why 

ships, trucks, cars and trains 
would not have the same sophi-
sticated communication and 

navigation tools as aircrafts. Real
-time management of traffic 

flows and capacity use as well as 

tracking will cut costs, improve 
environmental quality and im-
prove security. Galileo will play a 

key role to promote new te-
chnologies. Transport accounts 
for 30% of total energy consum-
ption and 71% of total oil con-

sumption in the EU. The road 
accounts for 60% of total oil 
consumption. In order to reduce 

oil dependence and make tran-
sport more sustainable, the 
Commission will present in 2007 

a strategic technology plan for 
energy and in 2009 a major 
programme on green-powered 

vehicles. Todayõs review calls for 
more ambitious actions to chan-
ge mobility in Europeõs urban 

areas. The Commission will 
launch a debate on urban tran-
sport policy in 2007 through a 
Green Paper. The EU can play 

the role of a catalyst to encou-

rage decision-makers to better 
tackle congestion, pollution and 
accidents with innovative ac-

tions. As part of the debate, a 
clear view will be needed on 
what level of government is 
responsible for new actions. 

The achievements of the past 
years are positive but more 
instruments are needed. The 

policy directions outlined in the 
White Paper review will be 
refined on the basis of public 

consultation with all interested 
parties and forward-looking 
studies on transport scenarios 

o f  t h e  f u t u r e . 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/
t ranspor t_po l i cy_rev iew/

index_en.htm 

 

ANNEX  

Actions  

The Commission plans on de-

ploying a number of concrete 
actions. Among others these 

include: 

a. Optimisation of existing 

transport modes  

An internal market review of 

road transport to ensure the 
proper functioning of the 

market, determine the role 
of SMEõs, and provide an 

analysis of the social ele-

ments involved (2006) 

Launch European ports po-

licy (2007) 

Removal of technical barriers 
in rail transport to ensure 

interoperability between 
companies. Programme to 
promote rail freight corri-

dors and prepare a review of 
the internal market in rail 
transport (2006), with a 

scoreboard for market per-

formance of rail (2007) 

A review of air transport 

liberalisation measures, air-
port charges and capacity 
(2006) 

A mobilisation of all sources 

of infrastructure financing; 
multi-annual investment 

programme up to 2013 for 

Trans-European networks 

 

b. Mobility for the citizen  

Publication of a Green Paper on 
Urban Transport (2007) 

Development of a strategy for 

critical infrastructure (2006), land 

and public transport security 
(2007), and review air and mariti-
me security rules (2008) 

Passenger rights: proposal on 

minimum standards for coach 
transport, notably for people with 

limited mobility (2007) 

A first European road safety day 

(2007); promotion of road safety 

through vehicle design and techno-
logy, infrastructure and drive 
behaviour (on a continuing basis) 

Review legislation on working 

conditions in road sector (2007) 

 
c. Better transport solutions 

through new technologies  

Development of a freight tran-

sport logistics strategy, as well as 

the launch of a broad debate on 
possible preparation of an EU 

action plan for 2007 

 

 

Source 

DGTREN 

Keep Europe moving: a transport policy for sustainable 

mobility  

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/transport_policy_review/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/transport_policy_review/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/transport_policy_review/index_en.htm
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Today, the European Rail Research 

Advisory Council (ERRAC) - re-

presenting the major stakeholders 

of rail research in Europe - publi-

shes its strategic agenda 2020. At a 

reception in the Rennaissance 

Palace in Brussel, ERRAC Chair-

man Åke Wennberg (Bombardier 

Transportation) explains in pre-

sence of Andras Siegler, Director 

for Transport in the Research 

Directorate-General of the Euro-

pean Commission, where innovati-

ve solutions in rail transport are 

needed in order to achieve the 

vision 2020 of doubling market 

shares and tripling volumes for rail 

transport.In their Strategic Rail 

Research Agenda 2020, operators, 

infrastructure managers, academics 

and usersõ groups, together with 

the European Commission and 

Member States identify seven 

priority research areas: 

Intelligent Mobility  ð for a 

E u r op ea n-w ide 

infrastructure to 

support customer 

i n f o r m a t i o n 

systems. 

Energy and En-

v i ronment  - 

increasing the level 

of environmental 

protection and 

safeguarding the 

commercial com-

petitiveness of rail. 

Personal Security - improving 

security for customers and staff. 

Test, Homologation and Secu-

rity  - speeding up of product appro-

vals while squeezing out risk 

t h r o u g h  i m p r o v e d  s a f e t y 

management. 

Competitiveness and enabling 

technologies  - improving product 

attractiveness for customers and 

reducing life cycle costs through 

modern technology. 

Strategy and Economics  ð deve-

loping new accounting 

and planning models for 

the costs of rail infra-

structure. 

Infrastructure  ð 

developing cost efficient 

maintenance, and main-

tenance-free interopera-

b le  in f ras t ructu re 

systems. 

ERRAC Chairman Åke 

Wennberg said: òBy 

focusing all our efforts on these 

priority areas, our ambitious vision 

2020 can become a reality. The co-

operation of the stakeholders within 

ERRAC allows the most efficient use 

of all available research resources 

with this target in view. The agree-

ment on the Strategic Rail Research 

Agenda is an important milestone of 

this co-ordinated approach.ó 

ERRAC is a body set up on the initia-

tive of the European Commission in 

order to reach consensus on priori-

ties for European railway research 

and to guide research efforts 

towards a common strategy. 

ERRAC, a unique body of this 

kind, brings together railway 

undertakings and infrastructure 

companies, public transport ope-

rators, manufacturing industry, 

and representatives of the EU 

Member States, European Com-

mission, customer groups, con-

sultants and academic institutions. 

ERRAC partners are: the 

Community of European Railway 

and Infrastructure Companies 

(CER), the European Rail Infra-

structure Managers (EIM), the 

International Association of Pu-

blic Transport (UITP), the Inter-

national Union of Railways (UIC) 

and the Union of Europe  an 

Railway Industries (UNIFE) 

Source 

Errac.org 
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Enlargement of the UE: a threat to CT  

Three years after the first eastward 

enlargement of the UE to include 
ten new member states, the exten-

sion has continued with the admis-

sion of Bulgaria and Romania. With 
the addition of these two member 
states the population of the UE has 
increased by 30 million inhabitants 

and the economic zone has grown 
in size so that it now contains 485 
million consumers. Enlargement of 

the internal market will also gene-
rate more traffic due to the intensi-
fication of economic relations and 

of the distribution of work at inter-
national level. Nevertheless, a large 

part of this additional traffic had 

already been anticipated in the 
course of the preceding years; 
rather, membership of the UE 

constitutes the accomplishment of 
this process of economic interpe-
netration. In the member states of 
the former Soviet bloc rail was the 

dominant method of transport. 
Adaptation of the economic system 

to that of the UE has brought about 

strong growth of road transport 
while rail transport has seen a decli-

ne. Prior to membership of the UE, 

authorisations for biȤ and multimodal 
road consignments were limited, 
which was a notable argument in 
favour of using the rolling road for 

transit of Bulgarian and Romanian 
road vehicles via Hungary and Au-
stria. Membership has brought about 

immediate liberalisation of internatio-
nal road transport and Bulgarian and 
Romanian road transport companies 

can operate throughout the whole of 
the EU without authorisation. 

On the other hand, the liberalisation 

of rail transport will take time to 
become a full reality. 
Even if it takes shape from a legal 

perspective, technical deficiencies in 
respect of harmonisation will prevent 
Bulgarian and Romanian locomotives 
from operating throughout the EU 

with their drivers and at their wage 
level. It is no surprise, in a context of 

such unequal competition, to observe 

a transfer of combined transport to 
the road, whereas the Hungarian and 

Austrian governments are encoura-

ging routing by roadȤrail CT in order 
to encourage, tank to a fall in price, 
part of the Bulgarian and Romanian 
consignments to continue to use rail. 

The situation seen with the first wave 
of enlargement towards the east, 
which saw CT suffer a spectacular 

decline, therefore threatens to return 
if a specific programme of promotion 
and support for rail transport is not 

drawn up for a transition period to be 
determined. For its part, the UIRR 

has proposed to the European Com-

mission that it exploit to the maxi-
mum the CT promotional tool repre-
sented by the Marco Polo programme 

and together with its member compa-
gnie Hungarokombi (Budapest) and 
Ökombi (Vienna) it has developed 
plans for an attractive rolling road 

proposal. In addition, the directives 
on driving and rest times are also 

applicable in the new member 

states and should be more effecti-
vely implemented in future. Follo-

wing their introduction in Austria 

and Germany, motorway and  
oad taxes for the transport of 
heavy goods have now also been 
introduced in Hungary and the 

Czech Republic and increased in 
countries where they already 
existed. These encouraging deve-

lopments, which complete the 
initiatives of the CT companies, 
must help in getting through the 

period of transition towards 
more straightforward framework 

conditions and avoiding undue 

losses by sustainable transport. 
 

Source 

UIRR 
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4-7 October 2007  

Fiera Milano City 
www.transpotec.it 

23-28 September 2008  

Berlin 
Messegelände Berlin 

www.messe-berlin.com 

 

17-19 June 2008 

Amsterdam 
Amsterdam RAI 
www.tocevents-europe.com 

 

6-4 December 2007  

Amsterdam 
Amsterdam RAI 

www.intermodal-events.com 

22 November 2007  

RNE Business Conference 
Vienna - Palais Ferstel 
www.railneteurope.com 

12-14 September 2007  

Geneva 
20th Sessione of the first working  
party on transport trends and Economics 

www.unece.org 

17-19 October 2007  

The Netherlands 
Leeuwenhorst conference centre 
European Transport Conference 

www.aetransport.org 

The establishment of Logistic 

Villages has become a necessity 

so as to build freight centres at 

certain points in which all freight 

transport services are performed 

to an optimum level; all regula-

tory, technical, social 

needs of the costu-

mers are met and the 

costumer satisfaction 

is achieved by increa-

sing the number and quality of 

transport services. At the first 

stage, the transformation of 

six places [HalkalĔ, Kºsekºy, 

Bo�÷azköprü (Kayseri), Gelemen 

(Samsun), EskiŨehir, BalĔkesir] 

into logistic villages has been 

included in the priorities of Tur-

kish State Railways (TCDD). In 

Samsun, 

the construction works have 

Information note on intermodal  

transport in Turkey  

almost been finalized. Project 

works for Köseköy, Bo�÷azköprü 

(Kayseri), EskiŨehir and BalĔkesir 

have been concluded, while the 

construction works in HalkalĔ are 

underway. Additionally, establi-

shment of logistic 

villages has been 

included in òthe 

TCDD Investment 

Programme for 

2007ó. 

Transport has been recognized 

as a priority sector of the natio-

nal economy. At present, more 

than 4.5% of the labour force is 

engaged in transport. In 1996, 

the share of transport in GNP 

was 8.8%. Lithuania¹s transport 

system includes all 

key transport sec-

tors: sea, air, railway 

and road transport. 

One of the main 

transport policy objectives is to 

integrate Lithuanian transport 

infrastructure into the Trans-

European Networks (TEN) 

which were approved at the 

Second Pan-European Transport 

Conference in Crete. Two out 

of the nine multi-modal tran-

sport corridors that cross Li-

thuanian territory were appro-

ved as being of major importan-

ce: International Corridor No. 1 

in a north-south direction (the 

Via Baltica motorway and the 

Tall inn-Riga-Kaunas-Warsaw 

railway) and Corridor No. 9 in 

an east-west direction consisting 

of 9B (Kiev-Minsk-Vilnius-Kaunas

-Klaipeda) and 9D 

( K a u n a s-

Kaliningrad). Li-

thuania is actively 

implementing the 

infrastructure development 

guidelines. The government 

accords investment priorities to 

the reconstruction and moderni-

zation of these projects. The 

financial viability of investment 

projects creates favourable 

conditions for co-operation with 

IFI programmes (EIB, EBRD, 

WB) and the EU's PHARE pro-

gramme 
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http://www.eventseye.com/fairs/trade_fair_event_1381.html##

